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(Amended) The food pres^of claim 1, wherein: 
^ the press plate has a vesical stroke between a top of the hopper and a bottom of the 
hopper; and 

the press plate/configured to move towards the bottom of the hopper when the 
pressure applied to/top of the press plate from the food v^iin the hopper reaches a 
predetermined l^vel. 


4. (Amended) The food press of claim 3, whereji 
the predetermined level is an amount of force greater than an amount of friction 

between the hopper and the press plate. 

5. (Amended) The food press of claim 3( further including: 
a reversible cylinder assembly conjured to move the press plate between the top of 

the hopper and the bottom of the hoppejr 

6. (Twice Amended) The food^press of claim 5, wherein: 
the reversible cylinder assembly is adapted to move downward in order to allow the 

press plate to move towards th/bottom of the hopper when the pressure applied to the top of 
the press plate from the food/when the hopper reaches the predetermined level. 

7. (Amended) The £6od press of claim 6, further comprising: 
a knife assembly/ adapted to protrude through the press plate and divide the food into an 

equal number of pie 


8. 


(Amended)/ The food press of claim 7, wherein: 
the cylinder assembly includes a first rod telescoping with a second rod; 
the rirstyfod being connected to the press plate and the second rod being connected to 
the knife asseoibly. 
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downward in order to allow the press plate c6 move towards a bottom of the hopper when 
ressure applied to a top of the press plate>4om rising food when the hopper reaches a 
predetermined level. 


18. (Amended) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid, the m having an open position and a closed position; 

a latch assembly adam&I to maintain the lid in the closed position when activated and to 
discontinue maintaining the4id in the closed position when deactivated; 

a press plate vertii&lly slidable within the hopper; 

the hopper being adapted to accept food between the lid and the press plate; 

the press plat/ adapted to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press fflate and the lid within the hopper; 

whereintne latch assembly automatically deactivates to discontinue maintaining the lid 
in the closed n/sition after the food has been compressed and/raided within the hopper. 

19. (Amended) The food press of claim 18, whereu 

the press plate has a vertical stroke between/top of the hopper and a bottom of the 
hopper; and 

the press plate is configured to move towards the bottom of the hopper when the 
pressure applied to a top of the press plate/om the food when the hopper reaches a 
predetermined level. 

20. (Amended) The food pres/of claim 19, wherein: 

the predetermined level/an amount of force greater than an amount of friction 
between the hopper and the ifress plate. 


21 . (Amended) TWfood press of claim 19. further including: 

a reversible^inder assembly configured to move the press plate between the top of 
the hopper and theybottom of the hopper. 
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22. (Amended) The food press of claim 21, wherein; / 

the cylinder assembly is adapted to move downward in J* to allow the press plate to 
move towards the bottom of the hopper when the pressure ap/ed to the top of the press plate 
from the food within the hopper reaches the predetermined4vel. 

23. (Amended) The food press of claim 22, forth/comprising: 

a knife assembly adapted to protrude throu/the press plate and divide the food into an 
equal number of pieces. / 

24. (Amended) The food press of clairn/23, wherein: 

the cylinder assembly includes a fifst rod telescopy with a second rod; the first rod 
bemg connected to the press plate and/e second rod being connected to the knife assembly. 

25. (Amended) The food pres/of claim 18, wherein: 

the lid is rotatably conr*c£d to the hopper and adapted to compress the food within the 
hopper in the closed position./ 

26. (Amended) The food press of claim 25. wherein: 

a coil spring con/ected to the lid automatically rotates the lid to the open position when 
the latch assembly is deactivated. 

27. (Amended/lne food press of c^ . 

a knife as/embly adapted to protrude through the press plate and divide the food into an 
equal number of pieces. 


28. (Amended) The food press of claim 27, wherein: 

fknife assembly is configured to divide the food into 16 pieces. 
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29. (Amended) The food press of claim 27, wherein^ 
the knife assembly is configured to divide th<4od into 20 pieces. 

30. (Amended) The food press of claim if, wherein: 
the knife assembly is configured tp4vide the food into 24 pieces. 

31 . (Amended) The food press :laim 18, further comprising: 
a hydraulic assembly adapted to drive the press plate towards the lid. 


32. 


33. 


(Amended) The iWpress of claim 31, wherein: 
the hydraulic assembly is further adapted to activate the latch assembly. 



(Amended) 2«he food press of claim 18. further comprising: 
a reveWcylinder assembly being connected to the press plate and adapted to move 
downward in o^uer to allow the press plate to move towards a bottom of the hopper when 
pressure applied to a top of the press plate from rising food within the hopper reaches a 
predetermined level. 

(Amended) The food presyfclim 18, further comprising: 
an actuating mecharusn^ driving the press plate towards the lid when activated- 
wherein the latch m/hanism is automatically deactivated to discontinue maintaining the 
ud in the closed positiop^hen the actuating n^Shanism is not activated. 

35. (Amended) The food press of cjalm 3, further including: 

a delay device configured to/ay the driving of the press plate towards the lid such 
mat the latch assembly is activate/ , predetermined amount of time before the press plate is 
driven towards the lid. 
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36. (Amended) The food press of claim 3, wherein: 

the lid is rotatably connected to the hopper and adapted 

hopper. 


impress the food within the 


37. (Amended) The food press of claim 19, wnerein: 
the lid is rotatably connected to the^r and adapted to compress the food within the 

hopper in the closed position. 

38. (Amended) The food ™<ss of claim 37, wherein: 
a coil spring conr^Sto the lid automatically rotates the lid to the open position when 

the latch assembly is deactivated. 


Please add the following new claims. 



39. (New) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid, the lid having jL open position and a closed position; 

a closure mechanism comprising/first member on the lid and a second member on the 
hopper configured to interact to maintain the lid in the closed position when the closure 
mechanism is activated and to disco/tinue mairttaining the lid in the closed position when the 
closure mechanism is deactivated^ 

a press plate vertically rffaable within the hopper; 
the hopper being adapted to accept food between the lid and the press plate; 
the press plate adaptea to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press plate an/ the lid within the hopper; and 

wherein the closu/e mechanism automatically activates to maintain the lid in the closed 
position while the pres/plate is being driven towards the lid. 

40. (New) The fcod press of claim 39, further including: 

a delay device configured to delay the driving of the press plate towards the lid such 


Applicant 
Appln. No. 
Page 


Perry R. De Young 

09/586,943 

9 


47. 


48 


(New) The food press of claim 46, wherein: 
the hydraulic assembly is further adapted to acti 


s the closure mechanism. 


(New) The food press of claim 47ytfherein: 
the closure mechanism automatically deactivates when the closure mechanism is not 
activated by the hydraulic assembl 



49. (New) The food wfes of claim 39, farther comprising: 

a reversible finder assembly being connected to the press plate and adapted to move 
downward in orderyfo allow the press plate to move towards a bottom of the hopper when 
pressure applied^ a top of the press plate from rising food when the hopper reaches a 
pi^etermined level. 


(New) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid, the lid having* an open position and a closed position; 
a closure mechanism comprising a first member on the lid and a second member on the 
hopper configured to interact to mai/tain the lid in the closed position when the closure 
mechanism is activated and to dis/ntinue maintaining the lid in the closed position when the 
closure mechanism is deactivati 

a press plate vertically/ slidable within the hopper; 
the hopper being adapted to accept food between the lid and the press plate; 
the press plate adapted to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press plateand the lid within the hopper; 

wherein the/osure mechanism automatically deactivates to discontinue maintaining the 
hd m the closed tuition after the food has been compressed and divided within the hopper. 


51. 


(New/ The food press of claim 50, wherein: 

the/ress plate has a vertical stroke between a top of the hopper and a bottom of the 
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v hopper; ; 


jj) thrf press plate is configured to move towards the bottom of the hopper when the 

/pressure Applied to a top of the press plate from the dough when the hopper reaches a 
( predeteAuned level. 


52. (New) The food press of claim 51 , wherein: 
the predetermined level is an amount of force greater than y^amount of friction 

between the hopper and the press plate. 

53 . (New) The food press of claim 5 1 , further indudL 
a reversible cylinder assembly configured to m^e the press plate between the top of 

the hopper and the bottom of the hopper. 


54 


(New) The food press of claim 53, wherein: 
the cylinder assembly is adapted to move downward in order to allow the press plate to 
move towards the bottom of the hopper Wen the pressure applied to the top of the press plate 
from the food within the hopper reaches4e predetermined level. 


55. (New) The food press of cl/im 50, wherein: 
the lid is rotatably conne^ed to the hopper and adapted to compress the food within the 

hopper in the closed position. 

56. (New) The food press of claim 55, wherein: 
a coil spring connected to the lid automatically rotates the lid to the open position when 

the closure mechanism Is deactivated. 


57. (New) The f&od press of claim 50, further comprising: 

a hydraulic Assembly adapted to drive the press plate towards the lid. 


riMT-va <—t2GWd. ID-^ rrci^c nctxcvci_w oxo r ox to 


Applicant 
Appln. No. 
Page 


Perry R. De Young 

09/586,943 

11 


58. 


59 


(New) The food press of claim 57, wherein: 
the hydraulic assembly is further adapted to activatej*eclosure mechanism. 



(New) The food press of claim 50, iurmer comprising: 

a reversible cylinder assembly bemrconnected to the press plate and adapted to move 
downward in order to allow the predate to move towards a bottom of the hopper when 
pressure applied to a top of the pjeis plate from rising food within the hopper reaches a 
predetermined level. 

(New) The food press of claim 50^ftfrther comprising: 

an actuating mechanism fopdfwing the press pWte towards the lid when activated; 

m is automatical deactivated to discontinue maintaining the 
lid in the closed position^when the actuating meclianism is not activated. 



61. (New) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid, the lid having an open position and a closed position; 
means for niaintaining the Hd in the closed position when the means for maintaining is 
activated and to discontinue majn4ining the lid in the closed position when the means for 
mamtaining is deactivated; 

a press plate vertically slidable within the hopper; 
the hopper bein&4dapted to accept food between the lid and the press plate; 
the press plate/adapted to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press plate and the lid within the hopper; and 

wherein &e means for maintaining automatically activates to maintain the lid in the 
closed positioning the press plate is being driven towards the lid. 

(New) A food press comprising: 

a hopper with a lid Ac lid having an open position and a closed position; 
means for maintai^g the lid in the closed position when the means for maintaining is 
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Wi activated and to discontinue maintain^ the lid in the closed position when the means for 
%V maintaining is deactivated; 

J £ a press plate vertically sJiSable within the hopper; 

the hopper being adap&d to accept dough between the lid and the press plate; 
the press plate acWed to be driven towards the lid in order to compress the food 
between the press platband the lid within the hopper; 
V_y wherein the 


riP* 


for maintaining automatically deactivates to discontinue maintaining 
the lid in the clo^d position after the food has been compressed and divided within the 
hopper. 


